CHAPTER II:   Work for Wedgwood and Others,
1775-1787
THE rebuff given by failure to win the gold medal
of the Royal Academy probably did Flaxman good,
and made him the more ready to accept an offer of
work, in 1775, from the great firm of potters Wedgwood
& Bentley. Early biographers tend to deplore this step,
as the binding of an artist to the chariot-wheels of com-
merce. In fact, apart from giving Flaxman the means
to live, it imposed upon him a discipline which was of
great service in the development of his art ; and opened
a period of twelve years' association in which he did some
of his best work.
Bentley seems to have been the first to detect the
suitability of Flaxman for employment. Wedgwood was
inclined to be less enthusiastic. In a letter to Bentley l
he writes : " I am glad you have met with a Modeller and
that Flaxman is so valuable an Artist. It is but a few
years since he was a most supreme Coxcomb, but a little
more experience may have cured him of this foible."
Wedgwood was one of the shrewdest and most enlightened
men of his age ; and it speaks well for Flaxman's character
1 Letters ofjosiah Wedgwood, ed Farrer, vol. i, January 14, 1775.
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